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BEFORE THE TATWAN BENEVOLENT ASSCCIATION OF ANERICA

Ladies and Gentlemen :

I am privileged to have the opportunity to address this, the 1984
convention of the Taiwan Benevolent Association of America.

During this past week, the attention of world has been focused on
the games of the XXIII Olmpiad in Los Angeles, an event drawing young
men and women from throughout the world to compete in a host of athletic
events, During the spectacular opening ceremonies, the athletes of the
142 participating nations proudly marched into the Olympic stadium bearing
the flag of their countries. Amid the pomp and ceremony, however, athletes
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of one nation were denied this privilege,
virtually striped of their national identity.
In fact their country's name will not be
mentioned during the entire course of
the games.

The treatment received by Taiwan in = -7
Los Angeles is indicative of the manner '
in which she has been treated by this
nation since the establishment of formal
relations between the United States and
the People's Republic of China,

=13
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While I am not suggesting that the United States ignore the 1
billion Chinese on the mainland, I do believe that this nation has
a moral obligation to support the democratic government of Taiwan.

The People of the Republic of China have demonstrated their firm
commitment to the pursuit of democratic principals and establishment
of democratic institutions in their country.

The people of Taiwan have remained faithful to the three people's
principles of nationalism, democracy and social welfare enunciated by
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen. Recently, they participated in free elections which
reaffirmed their support of president Chiang. During a visit which I
made to Taiwan in 1982, I had an opportunity to meet with the president.
During the course of that meeting, I reiterated my support for the people
of Taiwan and determinated not to turn my back on them. I repeat that
promise to you here today.

While I was in Taipei, I had an opportunity to visit the magnificent
memorial to president Chiang Kai-Shek. As I strolled through the beautiful
gradens which surround the memorial, I met an elderly gentleman who had
fought the Chinese communists during the 1940's. As we spoke, I learned
that this man has lost virtually everything in the struggle. Two of his
sons had been killed by the communist forces. His property was confiscated
and he was forced to flee from the land of his ancestors on the mainland,
Despite this tragic epic, the man remained grateful for the freedom which
he has enjoyed. As we departed, he began to lament over the fact that
many of his relatives had not been able to escape. They continue to live
under communist domination.

U.S. policy toward the PRC has been shortsighted at best. There
are those who would cave in to Peking's every demand in hopes of main=-
taining the "MOMENTUM?" with respect to U.S.-PRC relation. The trade-
mark of relations has often been "ask, and you shall receive." We've
heard a lot about the so-called China card.

Recently, we have seen signs of warming relations between Moscow
and Peking. My response to those who argue that we must play the
China card is that it may likely wind up being a deuce instead of an ace.

In February of last year, the People's Republic requested membership
in the important Asian Development Bank. In its request, the PRC demanded
that Taiwan be expelled from the bank. TUpon learning of this action, I
immediately contacted my senate colleagues in order to rally support behind
Taiwan.

I cosponsored a senate resolution which called for the withdrawal of
the United States from the bank in the event that Taiwan was expelled from
that organization. The U, S, must stand firm in its dealings with the
Chinese communists. We must not give in to their threats, particularly
those invelving U.S., support of Taiwan.

As a member of the United States senate, I have worked to strengthen
the bonds of friendship and cooperation between the United States and
Taiwan., I look forward to working together with you in order to achieve
this important goal.

Thank you.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 27, 1984

I am pleased to send my greetings to all those
gathered for the annual convention of the Taiwan
Benevolent Association of America,

There is a long-standing bond of friendship
between the people of Taiwan and the people of
the United States, and that bond remains strong
today because of the efforts of American citizens
such as yourselves, Like all Americans whose
family roots are in foreign lands, you are inter-
ested in both preserving the cultural tradition of
your native land and honoring the political tradi-

tions of your chosen home,

In undertaking this

effort, you enrich America and provide your fellow
citizens with a concrete demonstration of our
nation's great historic capacity to combine unity

and diversity.

Nancy and I send all the members of the Taiwan
Benevolent Association of America our best wishes
for every future success and happiness.
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